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Amendments to the Claims; 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
appUcation: 

Listing of Claims; 

1. (Cancelled). 

2. (Previously Presented) A system multiplexing apparatus outputting a video pack and 
an audio pack multiplexed with each other, comprising: 

a calculating unit calculating a time zone to be set in a video object unit, in accordance 
with audio bit rate; 

a comparing unit comparing a time point of multiplexing the audio pack with the time 
zone calculated by said calculating unit; and 

a setting unit setting whether the audio pack is to be completed or not in accordance with 
the result of comparison by said comparing unit; wherein 

said calculating unit defines the time zone from a time point earlier by an audio pack 
period than a group-of-picture boundary time point to said video object unit boundary time point. 

3. (Previously Presented) A system multiplexing apparatus outputting a video pack and 
an audio pack multiplexed with each other, comprising: 

a calculating unit calculating a time zone to be set in a video object unit, in accordance 
with audio bit rate; 

a comparing unit comparing a time point of multiplexing the audio pack with the time 
zone calculated by said calculating unit; and 
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a setting unit setting whetlier the audio pack is to be completed or not in accordance with 
the result of comparison by said comparing unit; wherein 

said setting unit sets, when audio frame length is not shorter than a prescribed value, 
whether the audio pack is to be completed or not in accordance with a result of comparison by 
said comparing unit and 

said setting unit sets, when said audio frame length is shorter than the prescribed value, 
forced completing of the audio frame immediately after said video object unit boundary time 
point. 

4. (Cancelled). 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Cancelled). 
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